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CENTRAL PLACE THEORY: SIXTY YEARS ON

Stephen Brown
University of Ulster

ABSTRACT

Sixty years ago, the cornerstone of retail location theory was laid down by Walter
Christalier. This paper summarises the subsequent central place literature and
prwwts 2 sunple mode! of the dcvclopmenl the theory. It contends that the concept’s

plicable in terms of Ch ller’s other, but less well known, theoretical
insight, tbe so-called "tourist” or “resort” cycle.

INTRODUCTION

Sixty years ago, a momentous event occurred in the history of rctall location theory. Likdgn
momentous events, however, the of the of Di ntralep@Prte in
Suddeutschland by Walter Christaller (1933) was not immediately apparent. Christaller’s
of central places in sonthern Germany was totally ignored at the time, and it was x\o( ug

modifications of Christaller’s h d hi hical principle are recycleg

introductory retailing textbook (Figure 1) and. more xmpommtly perhaps the cglffept underpins the
urban planning policies of in the angdl¥rstwhile Communist
worlds (Berry and Parr 1988). Central place theory has thus bada profound
decision lakmg of relaxlulg crganxsabons and, accorﬂmg to some cg

nentators, impeded the
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